
 

 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter - April 5, 2019 

 
Dear Willow Creek families, 
 
We hope you had a good week!  Here’s the news from our middle school team: 
 

Congratulations to our Middle School All-Stars!  
Donovan Walter and Joselyn Alvarez Torres 

 
Class Meetings and Film and Lecture Series 
 
Each week, we include a description of our middle school class meeting topics for the preceding and 
upcoming weeks.  Middle schoolers meet with their homeroom teachers for class meeting on Monday and 
Friday afternoons to talk about important social-emotional learning topics and build community.  Each 
month, our 7th and 8th graders come together for a college lecture-style series focused on civil rights, 
current events, and social issues.  This month, we hosted an organization called Hip Hop for Change, 
which encourages leadership and positivity through self-expression. 
 
This week’s class meeting topic was equity and privilege.  After break, our topic will be creating safe 
spaces.  Please check in with your students about their class meetings and assemblies.  We want to keep 
these conversations going! 
 
Additionally, this week 7th and 8th grade students will have a special lesson on suicide prevention 
during their social studies period on Thursday, April 18th.  The lesson is based on a framework 
created by Sandy Hook Promise and encourages students to A.C.T. when they are concerned that a peer 
may be experiencing a mental health crisis:  

 
● Acknowledge:  Acknowledge that you are seeing warning signs and that it is serious 
● Care:  Let your friend know how much you care about them 
● Tell:  Tell a trusted adult that you are worried about your friend 

 
If you would like your child to opt-out of this lesson, please contact Mr. Baker no later than 4:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 17th. 
 
Our counselor, Christina Peterson, will attend these lessons to provide additional support. 
 
If you have questions about class meetings or social-emotional learning in grades 7 and 8, please reach 
out to Mr. Baker:  rbaker@willowcreekacademy.org.  Additional information about Sandy Hook Promise 
and the Suicide Prevention Program is included in this week’s Friday Post. 
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English Language Arts with Ms. Powers  
 
Seventh Grade:  
Seventh grade had the opportunity to teach others about what they learned on their topics. In a three- to 
four-minute TED-style talk, students were able to teach critical information to their audience. Students 
highlighted central ideas while separating their talks into subtopics, and they used a variety of rich details 
along with personal experiences. Some students used visuals, while others added anecdotes and/or humor 
to their presentations. 
 
Eighth Grade:  
Students continued to research their subtopics, synthesizing across texts to learn as much as they could. 
The focus this week was learning new strategies to discern an author’s point of view and to determine 
whether a text is trustworthy. Students are in the final stages of creating and preparing for their own 
TED-style talks that will capture key points related to their topics. These presentations will begin 
Tuesday, April 16th.  
 
Have a wonderful Spring Break!! 
 
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions:  jpowers@willowcreekacademy.org 
 

 
Mathematics with Mr. St. Denny 
 
7th Grade Announcements: 
We moved on from MAP testing and spent the week working with algebra tiles. They compared several 
collections of algebra tiles to see which had the greater value. The moves they use for this are precursors 
to combining like terms and simplifying expressions, which we will soon be doing symbolically. This all 
leads up to solving algebraic equations for an unknown. 
 
8th graders We MAP tested this week, which yielded some very encouraging results as students get 
ready to head off to high school. We saw strong growth, especially in categories, like number systems and 
algebra and operations, that we’ve spent much of the last couple of months covering.  
 
As always, please feel free to reach out with questions:  sst.denny@willowcreekacademy.org 
 
 
Science with Mr. MacDonald 
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7th Grade: 
This week most 7th graders completed and loaded their bridges with marbles.  The strongest bridge, 
shown above, held 556 marbles!  Scoring for the bridges was based on the weight the bridge was able to 
hold divided by the weight of the bridge.  This scoring method helped students balance the strength of the 
bridge versus the number of materials used.  
 
8th Grade:  
The 8th graders finished their cardboard arcades and their unit on force and motion.  Students learned how 
to wire up a circuit in order to add motion and lights to their games.  Students also used CAD to make vinyl 
stickers for their arcades.  
 
Social Studies with Mr. Baker 
 
7th Grade:  Here are some of the Bonsai trees and other Japanese Art projects we created this week. 
When we return, Japanese Feudalism. 

     

                            
 
8th Grade:  As we explored the forces that pushed American populations West, we took a close look at the 
Trail of Tears.  We looked at different sources to learn more about the Trail of Tears.  We read letters and 



listened to an episode of This American Life in which the narrator and her sister explored their own 
Cherokee heritage while they travelled the path of the Trail of Tears.  When we return from break, we will 
learn more about how our country divided on the issue of Slavery and how that affected Westward 
expansion. 
 
Have a Great Holiday!!! 
 
 
 

  
 

As always, if you need to reach a teacher for any reason, email is best.  
Roy Baker - Social Studies - rbaker@willowcreekacademy.org  
Sean St. Denny - Math - sst.denny@willowcreekacademy.org  

Joann Powers - ELA - jpowers@willowcreekacademy.org 
Nate MacDonald - Science - nmacdonald@willowcreekacademy.org  
Belinda Ingraham - Spanish - bingraham@willowcreekacademy.org  

Lauren Haberly - Art - lhaberly@willowcreekacademy.org  
Dave Singleton - PE - dsingleton@willowcreekacademy.org  

Lynnette Egenlauf - PE - legenlauf@willowcreekacademy.org 
Phil Logan - Music - plogan@willowcreekacademy.org 
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